
 

January 9, 2018 
Port of Grays Harbor Small Meeting Room 

 
1) Routine Business 

a. Attendance: MRC members in attendance:  Amy Spoon, Lorena Maurer, Kyle Deerkop, 
Al Carter, “RD” Arthur Grundbaum, Casey Dennehy, Mark Plackett, Kevin Decker, 
Garrett Dalan, Joe Schumacker.   

b. Summary Approval:  RD motioned for approval of the summary and Kyle seconded.   
c. Guest Introductions:  No guests  

2) Featured Speakers or topics: 
a. Off Shores Drilling:  The Trump administration opened all federal coastal waters to off 

shore drilling recently.  This is to include Washington and Oregon.  There is to be a 60 
day comment period from the date of the announcement.  Fortunately, Washington 
waters have strong protections in place.  The MSP was just completed and while that 
does not have any regulation to it, it does shape the uses in the coast.  The North Coast 
MRC submitted a letter the stated they did not feel that oil exploration was compatible 
with the resources on Washington’s Coast.  Casey would like to put together a similar 
letter for review next month.  

b. Working Group on Seafood and Energy:  Julie with Global Ocean Health has drafted a 
letter on carbon policy.  They are looking to put together an initiative for this year.  The 
letter shared with the MRC was a little urban orientated so please provide suggestions 
for rural communities.   

i. Senior citizens or elderly are not addressed in rural areas.   
ii. Businesses and jobs in rural communities 

iii. Railroad transportation and the impact these policies could have or mention 
that the revenue should go to infrastructure improvement.   

c. Elections for Chair and Vice Chair:  Lorena is willing to chair the MRC this year and Casey 
would be willing to be the vice-chair.  Mark moves to close nominations and vote.  RD 
seconds the motion.  Motion passes unanimously.   

d. Education meeting update:  Julie Tennis made notes and sent them out to participants.  
The workshop has been scheduled for June 27-29th, which is directly after school ends 
for the year.  A rough agenda has been designed for the workshop.  Joe Schumacker will 
look into getting permission for the classes to visit Point Grenville.   

 



3) Standing Items: 
a. WCMAC/MSP: Working on Coastal Resiliency that will trickle down to the MRC groups.  

Approval is needed for Garrett to sign a letter as the MRC representative for a Grant 
Application from Ecology.  The grant’s main goal is to complete science and policy 
workshops the will produce a baseline of natural hazard risks and work with key stake 
holders to shape appropriate coast wide implementation of the Ruckelhaus Assessment. 
These workshops would also provide access to information to local planners to updates 
of shoreline policies.   There will be a 12-15 month contract in Ecology to administer the 
grant.  Dates are still being worked out.  This will be the next year’s project for WCMAC.  
MRC Board is in agreement for Garrett to sign the letter.   

The MSP public comment is completed and almost all comments were addressed.  The 
next meeting will be March 28th.   

b. GHC SMP Updates:  There was a hearing in December on the Critical Areas Ordinance 
(CAO) Casey will call Grays Harbor County tomorrow for updates.  

c. MRC Projects:  Kristina would like to get as many funding requests into the next contract 
amendment as possible.  Coastsavers has a request for $16,640.  Last year Coastsavers 
was awarded $13,000. Additionally, Nicole Harris, Aberdeen School district and Arnie 
Martin with Grays Harbor Audubon Society all have asked for field trip funding for 
several schools.  Kristina is to contact Arnie Martin and let him know that the MRC 
contract is a reimbursement contract and individual school districts will need to submit 
a request for funding.   
 
Coastsavers will be offered $8332 for two coordination dates.  One in 2018 and one in 
2019.  Garrett motioned to approve offering Coastsavers $8332 and Lorena seconded.  
Motion passes.   
 
Lorena motioned to add $2500 to the Education and Outreach fund to make the 
biennium $7500 and Mark seconds.  Motion passes.  Teachers will be sent an 
application that needs to be returned to Kristina for review.  The deliverable for 
teachers might be increased for this year.  This leaves $11,380 left unallocated. Joe 
would like to get a working group together within the group to come up with a plan to 
get the word out that there is funding available.  
 

4) Member Updates: 
a) Amy- The legislation report is done and copies are available.   
b) Al- Waiting on crabbing to start.   
c) RD- There is a proposal to have hydrogen barge in the harbor and there is issues with it 

being in fishing areas.  Hope to get the engineer at the next WCMAC meeting in March to 
speak about this.   

d) Casey-The Leadership Academy closed out strong.   



e) Kevin- On the 25th there is a conference for shellfish growers.   
f) Kyle- Oyster growing is continuing to go good.   
g) Lorena- Set aside 20 minutes per meeting to go over by-law, board development and 

strategic plans.   
h) Mark- Question about Greg Cox interest in the science seat.  Mark it to talk with Greg about 

conflicts.  He would also like to see the meeting dates on the website.   
i) Garrett- Would like to get Jackson Blalock at a meeting to talk about a coastwide 

coordinator.  He has a conflict and will miss the February meeting to try and expand 
economic development on the coast.   

 
5) Next meeting-  

a. March 13, 2018 
b. Topics for agenda?  

6) Public Comment:  No public comment 
7) Adjourned at 5:30pm   

 

 

 
 


